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Publisher’'s Statement

Builder News is the official
monthly newsletter of the Non-
profit  Willamette Valley Home
Building Association. Opinions
expressed herein are those of
the editor or the credited author
and may not reflect those of the
entire Membership. Written
materials may be submitted to:

Builder News
P.O. Box 440
Tangent, Oregon 97389




Message from the President

Just one more of those monthly newsletters to write and I'm done. The year has gone by
so fast!!

| went to the quarterly OHBA (OREGON HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION) meeting a
couple weeks ago and met with the other local presidents. It is always interesting to find
out what's happening in other parts of the state.

One point of interest is that there are at least three new Super Walmarts going up in Ore-
gon, and a couple Walmarts being remodeled into Super Walmarts. Do they know some-
thing that we don’t? | hope so!!!

| found out that Portland’s “Street of Dreams” was the most successful one that they have
had in several years. All but one sold during the event, and there is interest in that one
also. Lane County’s Open House was also successful. We would like to find out if there is
any interest in having another “Ultimate Open House” in our area, possibly late summer
2012. This may sound crazy with the economy like it is, but it also could work. If you have
any interest or ideas, give Jerry or Shawna a call at the WVHBA office (541) 928-5159.

We have a local Albany Builder/Remodeler, John Robinson (Quality Residential Construc-
tion LLC), who is trying to convince our City Counsel that C.A.R.A. funded projects should
be required to use local contractors, at least for the amount of the funding. It seems like a
“no brainer” but he has been met with lots of opposition. They may agree with the idea,
but question its legality. The C.A.R.A. program, | think, was set up to revitalize and stimu-
late the Albany downtown area. The money comes from Albany and using local contrac-
tors would help stimulate Albany’s economy. | have worked on C.A.R.A. funded projects
and support C.A.R.A. goals and their vision, but wish more local contractors could work on
these projects. It might help Mr. Robinson if we all would contact a city counsel member
and question them on C.A.R.A. funding. The city counsel is who approves funding.

| HOPE YOU ALL FINISH THE YEAR STRONG AND REMEMBER TO STAY POSITIVE.

General Contractor

nowbuilders@msn.com
www.nowbuilders.com

Bus: 541.926.2858
Fax: 541.926.3017
. 230 Washington St SW
Bonded & Licensed

"NO JOB IS TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL".
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This month, | wanted to share some excellent thisuighmState Representative Dennis Richardson
(R-Central Point)on the state’s economy and one obvious and ovevdydo fix it:

If you aren't hungry or worried about your next treesayou read this, be grateful. One of every @rego-
nians is now receiving food stamps.

If you aren't checking Craigslist for a job or sewgdout résumeés, be thankful. Almost 10 percer®id-
gon's workforce is in the unemployment line.

Somber statistics, but the deepest devastatiomli@segon's rural counties. And it's about towetse,
much worse. U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilspoidicted during his recent visit to Oregon that th
federal program that provided as much as $253anili year in payments to rural Oregon counties, the
Secure Rural Schools Act, will not survive the Casgional supercommittee's work to cut $1.5 trillio
from the federal budget deficit.

If you live in an urban area and you still havela and a home, maybe you don't care that thidikely
bankrupt at least two Oregon counties. Maybe yanitdhave time to worry about rural unemployment
rates that have hovered near 20 percent for altwostiecades.

But if you do care, then before you leave for worlgo out for lunch, take a close-up look at poyert
our state; take a moment to google Coos CountyuoryGCounty, or for that matter just view the swiegp
satellite image of our state — nearly half of whiglblanketed with deep green forests -- Oregactest
natural resource.

And yet these are Oregon's poorest areas, wheteamphetamine destroys already broken lives, where
hopelessness evicts the young and ambitious, witbea idealism has outspent and outlawed rurahinit
tive. Where generations of hard-working timber fis@sionce labored and thrived, depression now is a
way of life. Imagine if you lived in the midst tife natural resources necessary to save yoursklfaur
family, and were ordered to abandon your toolsyylseams, and your community.

Rural Oregonians acted in good faith and belienetheir elected leaders when they helped negotiate
President Clinton's 1994 Northwest Forest Plansige then teams of environmental lawyers have
blocked the timber sales, closed the mills, ancathed alternative recreation plans, leaving runadgon
underemployed and dependent on government hand-outs

How could the urban elected officials who set therala for our federal forests turn away from ousimo
plentiful renewable resource? How could they igrmxecomparative advantage over other states? Who i
responsible for Oregon's rural poverty, high unewpient rate and declining income? How did this-hap
pen?

(continued on page 7)
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6)

During the 1980s and '90s timber revenues fromréderests in rural Oregon counties plummeted.
Well-funded eco-elites shut down Oregon's timbevésts by obtaining federal court rulings over the
endangered species listing of the spotted owl. Mlwaa 100 mills closed. Thousands of family-wage
jobs were eliminated, drying up incomes and busiees small mill towns across our state. Annumt ti
ber harvests now hover at around 10 percent ofdeassociated with a more thriving Oregon. Rather
than correcting the misuse of the Endangered Spéat Congress approved the Secure Rural Schools
Act. Instead of continuing to fund county serviéesn timber harvest revenues, rural counties weid p
hundreds of millions of dollars in federal welfgg@yments.

The counties were ordered to develop alternatiem@mic plans. Having achieved their goals of making
Oregon's rich forests of renewable timber legatfylimits and unavailable to be managed or hanaste
Portland's urban eco-elites promptly turned thaoks and abandoned the counties to fend for them-
selves with meager resources.

For the past decade, politicians and the environatists have allowed rural Oregon counties to deter
rate and become ever more dependent on governraedotits. Now, in the face of massive federal
deficits, nobody wants to defend any longer whatemsentially welfare payments to counties in 40
states.

Portland and Oregon's other major cities shouldengk The last federal timber welfare payment
checks are being issued, and they will mark theaérilde primary source of revenue to some of Or&gon
rural counties. There will be consequences feRoartland, Salem and Eugene from the bankruptcy of
Oregon rural counties. As the urban eco-elites lwptacidly from the sidelines, they should realizis

rural economic meltdown will financially affect thechools, their county services, and their tagesa
State government is already being asked to internfhat will be the cost and how should we respond?

The solution is clear. Ignoring Oregon's vast timiesources is a failed policy and must be reverSed
mocratic leaders now must "man-up" and face thraatitton of environmental supporters and say, "No
more lawsuits. Our neighbors are suffering; ouallaommunities are collapsing; our rural countiestn
be saved. We must moderate our forest policy."

Action is needed now. Words are not enough. Thert@djovernment controls 53 percent of Oregon
land, and rural counties depended on effectivepiaductive management of those resources. They have
been abandoned and betrayed.

The truth stares rural folks in the face day armghhiThere are no alternatives. There is no repiace
economy. There is only the forest -- one of thbest, greenest, fastest-growing forests in thedvorl

There is only one solution -- it's vast, green anstainable. The particulars of a new Oregon tinploér
icy must be hammered out in Salem and in Washinddad. Management and control of Oregon's fed-
eral forests should be placed with the countieshich they are located. And, safeguards must be in
cluded that will stop the use of our federal coagsan eco-elitist weapon against responsible tirnbe
vesting.

The time has come to reopen Oregon's forestses@onsible manner. The time has come to reclaim our
bounty, our birthright, and rebuild Oregon's natueaource-based economy. The economic future of
both rural and urban Oregon depends upon it.
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Michael Freels

In 2009, the Oregon Legislature passed senat& 8ijlwhich established a new voluntary builc
ing code called the Reach Code. As Oregon’s Bugldindes Division (BCD) says, “The Reac
Code is a set of statewide optional constructiandrds for energy efficiency that exceed tt
requirements of the state's mandatory codes.” rEs@ential provisions of this code wer
adopted on October 1, 2011 and everyone may now tauthis code.

Many contractors throughout Oregon are buildingnisigantly above the existing energy codg

because they see value in providing homebuyers Wwgh performance homes. The Reac
Code will assist builders and jurisdictions, simila a Statewide Alternative Method, by giving

them innovative construction practices that haventegpproved for statewide use. BCD intends
d

to track Reach Code projects around the statedonbech methods are used and consider
economically feasible. This data should prove &hle in developing future energy codes.

Energy conservation programs, such as the Enengst Bf Oregon, assist builders in meetin
these higher standards by offering incentives aaiting. BCD is hoping to align the Reac
Code with federal and state incentive programsels w

At the end of the year, the International Code @dunill be printing Reach Code books tha

can be purchased. If you would like to receiveratdcopy of the Reach code or if you havg

guestions about the code, please email mefiatels @oregonhba.com
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